Mercy University in o
Welcoming City:

Living Our Commitments in

Uncertain Times




Centennial

1926-2026

Academic Themes:
2023-24: Earth
2024-25: Immigration

2025-26: Racism and
Non-violence

2026-27: Women




Erie, Pennsylvania

92,940 population in city (US census 2020)
-10% are foreign-born (US: 14.3%)

57% of those are naturalized citizens

No count of undocumented folks

24.6% live in poverty

10% speak language other than English in
the home
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A City of
Immigrants

English, Scotch,
German

Irish
ifelifelg
Polish

Greek, Portuguese,
Swedish, Russian

More recently: Iraqgi,
Bosnian, Ukrainian,
Syrian, Nepali,
Venezuelan. Afghan

(photo: Greek Festl)




Refugee Resettlement

>

Three refugee resettlement agencies: USCRI, Catholic Charities,
Multicultural Community Resource Center

3588 refugees resettled since 2021
Help balance the population drop after the loss of stable industrial jolbs
Support public school population and state per student reimbursement

Create businesses and address food deserts in city

vV v . v v Vv

Vibrant cultural scene: festivals, food, tailors, etc.



Welcoming City, USA

2020: Erie becomes 11th Welcoming City in US

New American Liaison, Niken Astari Carpenter,
and New American Councll

Commitment to New Americans in:
Government and Community Leadership
Civic leadership
Equitable Access
Connected Communities
Education
Economic Development

Safe Communities




REACH core

Reason & Faith Catholic studies, philosophy, religious studies

One course in English, plus one course in art,

Expression & Creativity dance, music or theatre

Biology, chemistry, geology, mathematics, physics,
science (including at least one science with a lab)

Contexts & Systems Economics, history, political science

Analytical Thought

Anthropology, psychology, sociology, world

Humans in Connection
languages
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Beyond the Gates

Required for all students, at sophomore or junior
year

On-line academic portion, with 5 visits =10 hours
of community service-learning

Children/Youth; Hunger/Homelessness;
Health/Wellness; Diversity/Inclusion; Course
Connect; Cultural Experience Abroad; Non-
traditional students

Expanded our footprint in the community with
300 students each semester

Deepened our relationships with community
partners

(photo: Director of Academic Community

Engagement, and my personal hero, Bethany
Woods)




BTG and New Americans

Placement at resettlement agencies: MCRC,
Catholic Charities, USCRI

ESL support

After-school programs and tutoring

Elder Program

Apartment set-up
Neighborhood Centers, After-school programs
Naturalization ceremonies

(Fatmira Gobeljic ‘22, with after-school program)




Other ACE
connections:

CE courses:

Intro to Public History
class

Food and Food Ways
class (photo at right)

Graphic design
student at MCRC

Internships

Off campus federal
work study




‘ Community Engagement Advisory
Commuany Council — 2024-25

E n g O g e m e n'l' New American Liaison for the city of

Erie, Saeed Taraky, is a member

Advisory Councll




2024-25 "“Immigration”

» Fall 2024: Migration Studies Minor passes Senate

» October 2024: "Our Lady of Guadalupe and Migrant Justice in a Time of
Political Upheaval”, Nichole Flores, Ph.D. Center for Mercy and Catholic
Studies

» October 2024: | Stand With Immigrants
» February 2025: International Film Festival on Immigration and Exile

» March 2025: César Cuauhtémoc Garcia Herndndez “Welcoming the
Wretched: In Defense of the Criminal Alien”

» April 2025: Mini-Conference: "Immigration and Erie: Moving Forward
Together”



Fall 2024: Migration Studies Minor

The minor in Migration Studies explores the causes of human migration, the experience of migrants, and the
impact of migration on the communities they leave and the communities in which migrants resettle.

Migration Studiesis a 7-course (21 credit hours) minor: 5 core courses and 2 electives.

The Migration Studies core (courses may be taken in any order):

MGST 101: Introduction to Migration Studies

ANTH 277: Ethnographic Field Methods

PUBH 211: Global Health or PUBH 290: Social Determinants of Health
SOCW 304: Social Welfare Analysis

ARAB/CHNS/FREN/RUSS/SPAN xxx One course of a language, any level

Migration Studies electives:

ARAB/CHNS/FREN/RUSS/SPAN XXX a second course of the same language taken for the minor core

PSYC 232: Psychology of Prejudice or PSYC 160 or PSYC 233

PUBH 211: Global Health or PUBH 290: Social Determinants of Health (whichever was not taken as part of
the minor core)

SOC 350: Human Trafficking

SPAN 235: Spanish for Health and Human Services

Internship

Otherrelevant courses may be approved by the program director



October 2024 | Stand with Immigrants

» | Stand with Immigrants Campus Day of
Action: since 2017 at MU

» ”..leads narrative campaigns that empower
immigrants and allies to share their stories and
drive action that demonstrate how immigration is
good for our communities, economy, and country.
We do this with the goal of encouraging everyone
to explore their individual heritage and celebrate
both our distinct and shared experiences”.
(lamanimmigrant.com)

» Day of Service
» Fund Raising

» Panels, speakers, films



After January 2025...

Trump administration freezes funds for resettlement
No new refugees
Present clients shifted to Refugee Social Services

Pass-through grant to PA: funds secure through October

vV v . v v Vv

Agencies create an Emergency Refugee Fund with the Erie Community
Foundation and Infinite Erie: hitps://infiniteerie.com/ecfrapid/

“The looming crisis in the refugee resettlement community could cause
instability across our workforce, neighbborhoods, and local economy and Erie
leaders are stepping up.” - KIM THOMAS INFINITE ERIE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.


https://infiniteerie.com/ecfrapid/

Contemporary Figs
ON Immigration ang

| Film Festival on

— Immigratfion

and Exile




Welcoming the
Wretched: In
Defense of the

Criminal Alien




» City of Erie Immigration statement: “the Erie Police Department does not
devote any of its time or resources to immigration issues or violations. The
Erie PD does not work with ICE to investigate or respond to an individual’s
immigration status [...] does not investigate, stop or question people for
Immigration purposes”. April 25, 2025

» But...Ere County has contract with ICE to house detainees in our county
prison ($400,000). ICE pays $99 a day (cost is $95).



Mini-Conference on Erie
and Immigration: Moving
Forward Together

Seven panels and an ethnic food tour:

The State of Refugee Resetftlement in Erie

New American Liaison and immigration
attorneys

Ethnomusicologist at Erie Arts and Culture: *Old
Songs, New Opportunities”

ESL in Erie
ESL in the Schools
Cultural Barriers to Health Care

Academic approaches: Migration Studies minor;
Food and Foodways course

“Rust Belt New Americans”, screening of film and
talkback with director (photo)




Sharing crifical information

“In addition to the panelists' presentations of the service their
organizations offered, | was impressed by their commitment
to continue this service in spite of the financial challenges.”

“All of the sessions were informative, timely, and interesting. |
especially liked the “Immigration as Shared Opportunity”, due
to the focus of its perspective. | am so tired of hearing
negative aspects of immigration, when our country is a land of
immigrants! | liked the emphasis on the economic benefits of
immigrants, as well as the cultural and academic benefits they
bring to make our country a diverse nation. | truly believe our
diversity is our strength and should be cherished.”

‘I especially liked having the 3
reseftlement agency leaders
talking and working fogether.”

(Photo: Victoria Angelo, Erie Arts and
Culture)



“The opening panel discussion was the most
informative due to the current upheavals in
federal funding and how that is impacting our

local community and resettlement services. It
worked to clarify a lot of the information that |
have been getting from around the community
about the true implications of the changes.”

(Photo: Dr. Mohammad Igbar, Multicultural Health
Evaluation Delivery System)




MOVING FORWARD

FOSTeriﬂg the network  TOGETHER: ERIE AND

IMMIGRATION
. i . . . , A COMMUNITY
Shared Erie Community Foundation donafion link g | s covEErEeE

Allowed ESL professionals to gather to address | MERCYHURST @ UNIVER =
~ { / S \r

gaps
Gave CEUs to educators and social workers

Provided space for mutual aid

“There are a lot of great people in Erie who care
about refugees and newcomers

| appreciated the chance to meet people I'd heard
of and admire who do so much for my refugee
students and their families.”
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Ethnic Food Tour

“All of the sessions were wonderful, but the two that stand out
were the lunch keynote film/discussion and the supermarkets
tour. The film/discussion very specifically described the local
impact and the passionate dedication of the agency workers
and refugees. The market tours were a great way to interact
with local culture!”

(Allison Byrnes, instructor in Anthropology, and students at the
food tour)




Mini-conference as food for the

journey

» Simultaneous with rally in Perry Square:
1000 in center city protesting, 70 at the
conference on campus.

» “Well done! This conference was a spectacular
event and based on the energy from the day, I'd
say really inspired a lot of people.”

» “The extreme amount of work that these
agencies do to provide for our refugees.
In this chaotic world we exist in today there are
still so many good and kind people and they live
right here!
There is hope....”
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Sources and links
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