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The Sisters of Mercy in San Pedro Sula
Sandra Hernandez and Isabel Cabrera



Radio Progreso: Padre Melo with Mary Ellen 
Brody, Kathleen Erickson, and Anne Connolly 



Defending Women against violence: 
Forode Mujeres por la vida
(L to R): Noemi, & Carolina Sierra (Mercy Associates), Andrea Paz



My first delegation 
with the Sisters of 
Mercy was to El 
Paso, Texas and 
Juarez, Mexico, 
May 8-13, 2022.



Sr. Bea (Beatrice 
Donnellan) who 
ministers to migrants 
at Casa Vides, which is 
part of Annunciation 
House.

Sister of the Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate



Guest speakers 
Maria Sajquimde 
Torres, and Jovana 
Rieto(Jesuit 
Refugee Services)



At the border wall 
with Sr. Kathleen 
Erickson

Ψ¢ƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ƪƴƻǿ ŀ 
little about the border, many 
Americans simply have no idea 
about the U.S. policies that have 
created the displacement crisis. 
ά¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣέ L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ƛƴ 
bƛŎŀǊŀƎǳŀ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ мфурΣ άōǳǘ 
they live in a cloud of 
disinformationΦέΧ ²ƘŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŜ 
realize everything is connected τ
and that how people treat one 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛǎŀƴ 
question?Ω
- Sr. Kathleen Erickson in 2020,from her 
ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ ά[Ŝǎǎƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
.ƻǊŘŜǊέhttps://otherwords.org/lessons-
from-ministering-on-the-border/
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Juarez: Corpus Christi parish, Fr. Bill Morton. 
Discussions with Yvonne and Christina 

Fr. Bill has served in Juarez since 1988
Christina Cascade Andrade (center) runs 
Casa de Acogida/ House of Welcome



With Sr. Betty 
Campbell, R.S.M., 
at her house, Casa 
Tabor, in Juarez, 
Mexico.

Went to Peru in 1962 ςPapal Volunteers 
for Latin America

Sicuani, Peru ςlived with a poor single 
mother, Quechua Christian base 
communities 1971-72

Founded Tabor House, Catholic Worker 
with Fr. Peter Hinde and others, 1973, 
Washington D.C.

1978-9: Nicaragua, clinics.

1980: El Salvador, clinics

1988: 3 months in Cuba, interviewing

1984: Casa Tabor moves to San Antonio 
TX

1995: Casa Tabor opened in Juarez

Source: CRISPAZ

https://www.crispaz.org/peace-award/2020-sr-betty-campbell-r-s-m-fr-peter-hinde-o-carm/


{ǊΦ .ŜǘǘȅΩǎ ǎƘǊƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ  ǿƘƻ 
died or were killed near/crossing the border
The lists include journalists, women 
victims of femicide, and migrants

Sr. Betty with Srs. Kathleen Erickson, 
Anne Marie Miller and Catherine Darcy



Reflections on the El Paso- Juarez immersion

ÅMany dedicated people working hard to help migrants. They know 
the system is flawed.

ÅLŦ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΧ

ÅLŦ ƻƴƭȅ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜŘ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΧ 

ÅBut, the system is entrenched. Strong headwinds stop change.

ÅPowers use fear calculatedly to scapegoat vulnerable people, in order 
to get that they want (tax breaks, or sale of fossil fuels)

ÅtƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΥ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦƛǎƘƴŜǎǎ άŘŜƴƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ 
ǿƘƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜέ όLet Us Dream, 14).  (For more, see my article online.)

https://sistersofmercy.org/brave-women-border/


McAllen, TX delegation ςencountering the wall
Mike Poulin led our group!



Sr. Gerrie 
Naughton 
(pictured 
at the 
top) 
founded 
ARISE in 
1987



ARISE Adelante in McAllen
https://ariseadelante.org/ 

https://ariseadelante.org/


Arise Adelante! is a 
grassroots project

Sr. Pat Mulderick, Ramona Cases, Eva 
Soto, Maricuz and others.



¢ƘŜ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ōŜƘƛƴŘ !wL{9Χ 



Each group has 
teams that address 
certain topics, like: 
Immigration
Education
Housing
Health and 
Environment



Hearing moving first person testimonies. 
Witnessing voter activism!



Home visits! - Lupita



Texas Civil Rights Project ς Aaron Thorn Vala



Get out the Vote Caravan 
with Sr. Kathleen Sonnie



New citizens ς first 
time voters!





LUPE: Voting watch 
party


