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Why Mercy and Design?

Design is a way of
making —and
unmaking — the world.

It responds to complex
problems and social
challenges with creativity
and care for the
common good.
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The Praxis of Mercy and Design

Mercy = Love with
responsibility (or vice
versa)

Design = creative
problem-solving making
tangible

together = powerful
tools for justice & giving
voice
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Approaches:
Crafting the common Good

Resolution

The (cognitive) design
pProcess:

Awareness
Deduction
Circumscription Awareness fterative
Resolution

Deduction

CONFERENCE”MERCY
HIGHER EDUCATION




1) Awareness
a. in empathy

Challenge and Opportunity:
« Students' initial understanding was limited to personal or casual acts resulted in initial
disinterest from the subject matter.
 Introducing immigration as more than a dictionary term and Mercy is not just everyday
kindness. Needed to broaden the perspective to include:

> Academic implications

> Societal dimensions

> Professional exploration
« Used curated resources to ground discussion:

> Informance (Information+performance) and empathy

> CCW Immigration Prayer Card

> Breaking Boundaries: A Mercy Response to People on the Move

> Mercy Walks with Migrant

> Materials from the Sisters of Mercy
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1) Awareness
b. to storytelling

Project focus & framing
* Project (Special Topics) title for clear thematic anchor to provide structure for
exploration and ideation : Migratory Melodies: A Visual Exploration of Movement &
Migration
* Encouraged to use diverse platforms

> Print design

> Motion graphics

> Film/ Documentary

> Performance (if video-documented)
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1) Awareness
c. approach - a cross-disciplinary

Using music to foster connection:
« Enabled accessible, real-world discussions
« Meaningful personal interpretations of immigration
* Inspired tangible ideas tied to migration and identity
 Finding songs exploring in the combination of:

> displacement

> resilience

> belonging
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2) Deduction
d. curating the soundtrack of migration

Song selection

« Compiled a list of 14 songs with migratory themes, spanned classic, modern, and
synthetic genres:

Exodus - Bob Marley & The Wailers

America — West Side Story

Ellis Island — Marc Cohn

This Land is Your Land — Woody Guthrie/Elizabeth Mitchell
Born Free — M.LA.

Immigrants (We Get the Job Done) — The Hamilton Mixtape
Gangsta’s Paradise — Coolio

American Oxygen — Rihanna
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2) Deduction
e. critical listening & open discussion

Student engagement in dialogue
 Discussed:
> Narratives, tones, and melodies
> Social, political, and emotional backgrounds
« Emphasis on:
> Personal reflection over correctness
> Encouraging diverse interpretations
> Free-form conversations as creative catalysts
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3) Circumscription
f. from concept to creation/ studio dedication

Turning abstract ideas into prototypes
« Created mind-mapping for a concept and keyword generation
 Prototyping:
> Careful planning
> Detailed execution
 Although students shared a common topic and resources, they:
> Explored individual strengths
> Created personalized/unique outcomes
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3) Circumscription
g. final forms

Outcomes demonstrated wide/ multi-dimensional range:
> Posters
> Animated narratives
> Performance-based videos
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4) Resolution
h. preparing for professional, public-ready exhibition

Critical review and refinement
« Critical discussions focusing on:
> Visual and conceptual quality of final pieces
> Quantity, scale, and format of works to be shown
> Diversity of visual and narrative approaches
« Emphasis on professional design considerations:
> Relevance, clarity, and audience impact
> Word-image relationships: mood, tone, and meaning alignment
> Visual cohesion - style, color, composition, and balance, etc.
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Gallery: CCW 2024 - Immigration
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Key Takeaways

 Creativity deepens when guided by the common good:
Students became deeply invested in their concepts and stories
Students valued the creative freedom and relevance of the theme
Students gained a stronger motivation of purpose through:
> Personal interpretation & exploration
> Campus-wide presentation
 (Good) design becomes Mercy when shaped by compassion, intention, and meaningful
action.
* When advocacy finds form in greater image and voice, it resonates beyond words.
Project becomes a vehicle for shared understanding and empathy.
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Invitation to Dialogue

How might your field engage with the Critical Concerns?
Let’s imagine new creative forms of justice—together.
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