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QUARANTINE AND COVID 19
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REFLECTION

Did the practice of quarantining & isolation for public health purposes during 

the COVID-19 pandemic, as depicted in the video, align or not align with the 

core values of the Sisters of Mercy – community, service & social justice – and 

the CST principle of the “common good”?
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COVID-19 & IMMIGRATION PRACTICES
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WHAT IS TITLE 42?

• Under section 362 of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S. Code § 264), the 

U.S. Secretary of HHS is authorized to take measures to prevent the entry 

and spread of communicable diseases from foreign countries into the 

United States and between states.
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REFLECTION

• Did the immigration policies implemented at U.S. borders during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, as depicted in the video, align or not align with the 

core values of the Sisters of Mercy – community, service & social justice – 

and the CST principle of the “common good”?

• Is Title 42 a “common good”? (Think about Ebola, TB, Hepatitis…)
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UNDERSTANDING THE CONTRADICTIONS

• Need to teach & study:

• History of racial science

• Intersection of race, public health & immigration

• Understanding the racial history of public health & immigration policies

• Viewing immigrants as vectors of disease

• Viewing immigrants as vectors of dysgenics
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TEACHING RACIAL SCIENCE: DISEASE AND DYSGENICS

• 1500- 1800: Period of Colonialism

• Forced migrations (slavery, indentured servitude, expulsion) & colonial 

interactions associated race with immigration & geography

• Linnaean Taxonomy: Europaeus albus, Americanus rubescens, Asiaticus 

fuscus, Aricanus niger
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TEACHING RACIAL SCIENCE: DISEASE AND DYSGENICS

• 1800- 1900: Darwin & Racial Science

• Pre-Darwinian Anthropometry: Measuring Race

• Social Darwinism & Eugenics
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Morton’s Craniometry

Brown’s Trichology Camper’s Facial Angles



RACIAL CATEGORIES IN THE U.S. CENSUS
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SOCIAL DARWINISM & DISEASE AS A RACIAL MARKER
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No one can foretell the probable future of the colored population of the United 
States … but the facts presented … warrant us to believe that the time will come … 
when the negro, like the Indian, will be a vanishing race.



EUGENICS & IMMIGRATION

13



MODEL EUGENICAL STERILIZATION LAW
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IMMIGRANTS AS AGENTS OF DISEASE & DYSGENICS

1880–1924

Racial Labels and Medical 
Exclusion

1925–1964

“Illegal Aliens” and Eugenics

1965-Present

Newest Immigrants and the 
Re-emergence of Old Fears
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1880–1924: RACIAL LABELS AND MEDICAL EXCLUSION
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25 million immigrants arrived at U.S. ports and borders: "Old" v.s."New"

Policymakers used public health and evolutionary ideas to portray nonwhite groups 

as diseased "bad stock" and justify the surge in their deportation

Medical screening of immigrants reflected the expanding power of the U.S. Public 
Health Service (USPHS).

Eugenics & Darwinist theories used to exclude immigrants 



1925–1964: “ILLEGAL ALIENS” AND EUGENICS
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Biological hierarchy of races > Any other rationale for shutting doors to the 
foreign born

Disease = Criminal Behavior = Poverty = Addiction = Immoral Behavior = 
Communism 

Transformation of modes of travel, particularly airplanes, had a major 
impact on public health and immigrant experiences



1965-PRESENT: 

THE NEWEST IMMIGRANTS
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IMMIGRATION ACT OF 1965

• Emphasized reuniting immediate 
family members of already settled 
immigrants 

• Abolished the National Origins 1924 
quota system

• Attracted highly educated and 
occupationally skilled immigrants

The perception of 

foreigners as incubators of 

disease has remained 

unchanged



• Added having an HIV infection as a criteria to keep out immigrants

• Reasoning behind law: shield the United States from external or “foreign” 

pathogens and the expense of having to provide medical care to foreigners, a 

worry that was on par with foreigners being incubators of disease.
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NIH REVITALIZATION ACT OF 1993



21ST- CENTURY  
TECHNOLOGIES 

OF IMMIGRATION 
SURVEILLANCE

21

Alternatives to Detention (ATD) & Intensive 
Supervision Appearance Program (ISAP) 

Body-worn Global Positioning System (GPS) 
monitoring 

Voice Recognition/Telephone Reporting 

SmartLINK App



WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
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Reframe and emphasize race as a social constructReframe

Promote interdisciplinary anti-racist education and historical 

understanding in science and medical education
Promote

Amplify marginalized voices by supporting scientists and 
including their communities in scientific dialogues

Amplify

Advocate for reform in the use of public health policies (like Title 
42) that are used to discriminate against immigrants and 
oppressed communities

Advocate
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